Heyn 2

Text: Luke 2:8-14  Christmas Day 2014
Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men
     I. A peace that seemed impossible.
     II. A peace that is unbreakable.
What child is this? The One who brings peace on earth, good will to men. 
Peace is something that our world needs, isn’t it? Turn on the news and you’ll hear stories of police officers being shot, of wars around the globe, and of other unspeakable crimes. Lots of bad news of lack of peace all around us. Listen this morning as we hear the good news that the angels who appear to Shepherds bring them. Peace has come! This morning we consider the angelic proclamation – “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
I. [A peace that seemed impossible.] But let’s back up to verse 8. An angel of the Lord appears to the shepherds and how do they respond? They’re terrified and afraid! Now that could be for a variety of reasons. I’m sure angels are a pretty awesome sight, and an appearance by them is a bit unexpected. We don’t see it happen real regularly. But, at the heart of it, why are they afraid? Well, why do any of us have fears or concerns? Because we know that bad things happen. We know things aren’t the way they’re supposed to be in this world. 

They haven’t been since the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve committed the first sins and broke our peace with God. Think about how sad this story is. A king sets up a colony in a foreign land. He tells His people to trust Him and to follow certain rules and they will always have peace, never have problems. But these colonists decide they don’t want to do things the king’s way; they want to do them their own way. And so they do, and they rebel against their king. 

By disobeying God’s law, in thought, word, and deed, we’re doing just that – living in open rebellion against our God and King. Every time we take His name in vain, every time we prioritize our earthly pleasures over Him or His Word, every time we break His laws, we add to the broken peace between us and Him. 

II. [A peace that is unbreakable.] But the angels didn’t appear to remind the shepherds or us of this. They came to bring the news that the war is over, and that this Christ-child brings an unbreakable peace. “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.”

Our world likes to say, “Oh yes, we like peace on this day. All of the hustle and bustle and road rage leading up to Christmas should culminate in a day of peace. A day where we put aside our family feuds and frustration with each other and just get along.” But then it’s back to the feuds. And good will toward men, yes we like that, too. Let’s just all do good things for each other – that, too, is what Christmas is about. Except that it’s not. We have not and cannot live in any sort of lasting peace and we have shown that by our lives. We need a different kind of peace. 

Today marks the 100 anniversary of an unlikely war truce that maybe you’ve heard of. It was Christmastime, during the First World War, and a call for peace was made by Pope Benedict XV between the Allied Powers (led by Britain and France) and the Central Powers (led by Germany). And if not complete peace, then at least a cease fire on the holy night of the Savior’s birth in reverence to God. 
Well, the warring countries refused to create any sort of official-cease fire, but on Christmas the soldiers declared their own unofficial truce. Stories are told from the battle lines in northern France, of German soldiers singing Silent Night in the trenches and the British men responding in English. Then British and German soldiers climbing out of their trenches shaking hands and celebrating Christmas with their sworn enemies - drinking beer, exchanging gifts of cigarettes and plum-pudding, even playing a friendly game of soccer. These sworn enemies were able to come together in peace on this most special day of our Savior’s birth.

But this peace would only last for a day. Shots would ring out again on December 26th and the war continued on. Isn’t this the way peace is for us? Even earthly peace inspired by the birth of the Savior is only uneasy peace and temporary peace. 

But a child has been born, but not just any child. This is the child who makes the impossible peace possible. Here is our God and King entering the enemies’ territory and even uniting Himself with the enemy because that’s the only way there is peace. God must become a man. How can God be man? How can man be God? It’s a logical impossibility, but it’s the miracle that we marvel at on Christmas. 

What the angels proclaim to the shepherds this night is a different peace. It is not an earthly peace, which is always dependent on the right attitude of sinful people. It is God’s peace. A spiritual peace, between the holy God and sinners, reconciling them to himself. This child is born the god-man Christ Jesus, God himself, his sacrifice would be sufficient to pay for the sin of the world. That means the peace he brings is irrevocable. There is no transgression too great it does not cover. No sinner so rebellious he is not included. A peace, which cannot be overcome or broken. The reality of who this Savior is and what he does stands for all.

Many stories are told of soldiers who remain fighting for years even after a truce has been made between countries. Though peace exists, they do not yet benefit, for the announcement has not yet reached them, or they have rejected it as a lie. Perhaps one of the most famous of such stories is the story of a Japanese lieutenant who continued to hold his post in the Philippines for some 29 years after the end of World War II. Even after discovering fliers which announced the war had ended, Lt. Onoda refused to believe it and continued to lead a small detachment under his command.

Even when Lieutenant Onoda was discovered in 1974, the Lieutenant said he would only surrender if his commander ordered him to do so. The Lieutenant’s former commander, Major Taniguchi, who had become a bookseller, was summoned. On March 9, 1974, Major Taniguchi read Lt. Onoda the orders that the war was over and therefore all combat activity was to be ceased. Onoda was shocked and it took some time for the news to sink in.

In a way this is how the announcement of peace on earth works. God has brought us true peace with himself through this child in the manger, and this truth stands as an objective reality, but many have not yet heard, others refuse to believe, and for them they will not benefit, unless they hear it and believe it to be true.

Hear the news of your Savior and King’s birth and let it sink in immediately. Believe the news today and let it shine through in everything you do. The angels from heaven bring such news to these lowly shepherds. God announces it to us in His Word, and we celebrate the news today. There is peace on earth because Christ Jesus has been born. True God and true man, He has defeated Satan, sin, and every evil, and has paid for all of your and my sins. Believe the good news decreed by God’s messenger, and then share it with everyone you can. That because of this King, whose birth we celebrate, there is “Peace on earth, good will toward men.” Amen.

